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LY GBS (fasting)

[twould be difficult to name any religious system of any description
in which it is wholly unrecognized. (X/193)
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We have no evidence of any practice of fasting in pre-Islamic pagan
Arabia. (p. 133)

b P o th L il oo 2 e 1555,

bi,_/ce_;d brojeninl t."«b"‘i;f S Jf s P u,J’./ e
L &)u’fu’fvm Kol o i V'ZL,’«;J@ Foleusi f1dTl
Ao B LSO 4 Ftior oo Fi S Jod o o
S lauddflrd . & i Lo sl

-égy{'ﬁu
199y {5,-.0/'? i



03 I{J L2
N {2 _.,//".»:,w;;f b9 4T b/ﬁ (} bas 2476070
e A 7t PP P i I 2 S0
l‘f’lféai"//; oL P Vé/ Grosu sy L/:S: rb:.‘lL_J'l
T LS6US Jf byt LL'»{,}L;:.’Z,«}YM@ L

The month of Ramadan in Islam is observéd as a period of penitence
and total fasting from dawn to dusk. (IV/62)
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Questions and Answers

Why Islam is so strongly associated with terrorism?

This is true that some Muslims are engaged in terrorist activities in the name of Islam
But their terrorism has nothing to do with [slam. It is Islam’s misuse, not proper use.
You will have to differentiate between Muslims and Islam.

Basic reason for present Muslims’ engagement in violence is to be traced in their
backwardness in modern education. Due to this lacking they are not consciously aware
of the modern democratic method. Educational backwardness has rendered them into
a case of anachronism.

So far Islam is concerned, it is entirely a peaceful religion. The Qur’an clearly states
that “God calls you to the home of peace’ (10:25). Terrorism is totally unlawful in
Islam. One of the attributes of a believer finds expression in these words in the Qur’an:
‘they enjoin on each other truth, and enjoin on each other patience (103:3). This means
that the task of religion is to be performed by adhering to patience in full.

In fact Islamic activism is peaceful activism, or non-violent activism in the full sense
of the word, violent activism is in no way permitted in Islam.

Fighting is allowed in Islam in particular circumstances alone, i.e. when one has been
left with no option but to fight in defence. The Qur’an states: “Fight for the sake of
God those that fight against you, but do not be aggressive. God does not love the
aggressors” (2:190).

Moreover, the permission to enter into a war is only for the State and not for the
individuals. However, even the State is not permitted to wage a war in aggression.
Besides even when another nation initiates hostilities on the Muslim State, it will first
of all opt for all possible ways to avoid taking up arms. As Qur’an says: Reconciliation
is the best policy (4:128). War in Islam is allowed only in unavoidable circumstances,
it is never allowed in normal conditions.

If terrorism is against the teachings of Islam why it is that Islamic scholars and Muslim
leaders do not openly condemn it.

Just out of fear. If they dare to condemn it openly they will find their names among
the hit list of the terrorists. Some do not take stand against the terrorists for fear of
losing popularity among the masses, while others out of fear for being enlisted among
the hit list.

Are you worried for figuring on the hit list?

Absolutely not. I have a sound sleep daily. You know, the greatest joy to be found
in this world is to have the conviction that one stands on truth. And I am in possession
of this joy, by the grace of God. Then why do I need to worry.

To the present day Muslims who opt for terrorism to achieve their goals, what
alternative Islam offers them to achieve their goals.

According to Islam, the alternative to them is to completely shun political confrontation
and violence, and then whatever opportunities are still available to them, must be
availed through peaceful means. In this regards the Qur’an states: With every difficulty
there is relief (94:5). That is to say, opportunities always exist side by side with
problems. Hence the formula of Islam is: Ignore the problems, avail the opportunities.

November 1. 1993
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