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“From the earliest days of the world's history man has
been more or less a religious creature. Almost invariably
he has had a god, or several of them, to whom he looked
for protection. At times these gods have been crude
fetishes of whittled wood or roughly hewn stone; at times
they have assumed the form of animals or reptiles, or
have appeared as cruel monsters eager for the life-blood
of those who reverenced them. But, however they may
have come, man has worshipped them, because religion,
as represented in the worship of a super-natural power, is

interwoven with the entire fabric of human nature.”
(Encyclopedia Americana, 1961, Vol. 23, p. 354)
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“About 2,000,000 persons perform the Hajj each year. and
the rite serves as a unifying force in Islam by bringing

followers of diverse background together in religious

celebration.”

(Encyclopedia Britannica, 1985, Vol. 4, p. 844)
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